
THE 

LAWSOF TiIEUNITEDSTATES. 

ACTS OF THE FIRST CONGRESS 

OF TEE 

UNITED STATES, 

Passed at thejrst session, which was begun and held at the C;ty of New 
York on Wednesday, March 4, 1789, and continued to September 29, 
1789. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, President, JOHN ADAMS, Vice President of the 
United States, and President of the Senate, FREDERICK Augustus 
MUHLENBERO, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

STATUTE I. 

CHAPTER k-h .Rcl to repdate lhe ‘fime and Namer of administering certain June 1, 1739. 
Oaths. -- 

SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and [l&se of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Con.gress assemble d 

oFy;$t$O;T- 
, That the oath or ticie e, r;,& r9. 

affirmation required by the sixth article of the Constitution of the United Form or the 
States, shall be administered in the form following, to wit : “ I, A. B. 22 ;; :$nr$ 
do solemnly swear or affirm (as the case may be) that I will support the the Constitution 
Constitution of the United States.” The said oath or affirmation shall of the United 
be administered within three days after the passing of this act, by any one ~$?&~;~;oed tz 
member of the Senate, to the President of the Senate, and by him to the memt,ers oc 
all the members and to the secretary ; and by the Speaker of the House the Senate and 
of Representatives, to all the members who have not taken a similar zf $rr:,“;I;oe;s~~f 
oath, by virtue of a particular resolution of the said House, and to the ~~~~~~~~~~ 
clerk : and in case of the absence of any member from the service of tives. 
either House, at the time prescribed for taking the said oath or a&ma- 
tion, the same shall be administered to such member, when he shall 
appear to take his seat. 

SEC. 2. And be it firther enacted, That at the first session of Con- $+rrner ofsd- 
gress after every general election of Representatives, the oath or at&- ~~~~a~~t$ 
mation aforesaid, shall be administered by any one member of the House bon to speaker 
of Representatives to the Speaker ; and by him to all the members pre- of the House of 

Re resenta- sent, and to the clerk, previous to entering on any other business; and tiv& 
to the members who shall afterwards appear, previous to taking their * 
seats. The President of the Senate for the time being, shall also ad- ~oe~hsena. 
minister the said oath or affirmation to each Senator who shall hereaRer tore 
be elected, previous to his taking his seat : and in any future case of a 
President of the Senate, who shall not have taken the said oath or affir- 
mation, the same shall be administered to him by any one of the mem- 
bers of the Senate. 

To the mem- 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the members of the several 
bers of the mxe- 
ral state Legis- 

State legislatures, at the next sessions of the said legislatures, respec- ~~~~;~~dt’$ 
tively, and all executive and judicial officers of the several States, who judicidoflicem 
have been heretofore chosen or appointed, or who shall be chosen or of the Statea. 
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By whom tbc 
oaths or aiiirma- 
tinny shall be 
administered in 

k%rral . 

TO all officers 
OP the U. States 
Eipointed,, or to 

ap omted, 
before tl ey act. 

Oath of se- 
~retary of the 
senate and clerk 
of the House of 
Representn- 
tives. 

STATUTE I. 

July 4, 1789. -- 
[Repealed.] 

Act of Auguet 
10,1’790, ch. 38, 
I)BC. 1 and 2. 

FIRST CONGRESS. SESS. I. CH. 2. li’89. 

appoint& before. the first day of August next, and who shall then be in 
o&e, shall, within one month thereafter, take the same oath or affirma- 
tion, except where they shall have taken it before ; whrch may be admin- 
istered by any person authorized by the law of the State, in which such 
office shall be holden, to administer oaths. And the members of the 
several State legislatures, and all executive and judicial officers of the 
several States, who shall be chosen or appointed after the said first day 
of August, shall, before they proceed to execute the duties of their rs 
speotive office+ take the foregoing oath or affirmation, which shall be 
administered by the person or persons, who by the law of the State shall 
be authorized to administer the oath of office; and the person or persons 
so administering the oath hereby required to be taken, shall cause a rs 
cord or certificate thereof to be made, in the same manner, as, by the law 
of the State, he or they shall be directed to record or certify the oath of 
office. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That all officers appointed, or 
hereafter to be appointed under the authority of the United States, shall, 
before they act in their respective offices, take the same’ oath or affirma- 
tion, which shall be administered by the person or persons who shall be 
authorized by law to administer to such officers their respective oaths of 
office; and such officers shall incur the same penalties in case of failure, 
as shall be imposed by law in case of failure in taking their respective 
oaths of office. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That the secretary of the Senate, 
and the clerk of the House of Representatives for the time being, shall, 
at the time of taking the oath or affirmation aforesaid, each take an oath 
or affirmation in the words following, to wit: “I, A. B. secretary of the 
Senate, or clerk of the House of Representatives (as the case may be) 
of the United States of America, do solemnly swear or affirm, that I 
will truly and faithfully discharge the duties of my said office, to the best 
of my knowledge and abilities.” 

APPROVED, June 1, 1789. 

CHAP. II.--Jln&cel forlayinga Duty on Goods, Wares, a& merchandises imported 
into the UnCted States.(a) 

SEC. 1. Whereas it is necessary for the support of government, for 
the discharge of the debts of the United States, and the encouragement 
and protection of manufactures, that duties be laid on goods, wares and 
merchandises imported : (b) 

Be e’t enacted by the Senate and House 6f Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after 
the first day of August next ensuing, the several duties hereinafter men- 
tioned shall be laid on the following goods, wares and merchandises im- 
ported into the United States from any foreign port or place, that is to say : 

(a) Duty Acts. Act of July 4, 1789, chap. 2 ; act of August 4, 1790, chap. 36 ; act of June 6, 1794, 
chap. 51; act of Jarmar 
chap. 66; act of March I 

29, 1795, cha . 17 ; act of March 3, 1797, chap. 10; act of May 13, 1800, 
7, 1804, chap. 7 ; act of June 7, 1794, chap. 54 ; act of January 29, 1795, l 

chap. 17 ; act of March 27, 1804, chap. 46 ; act of July 8,1’797, chap. 15 ; act of May 7,1800, chap. 43 ; 
act of March 27, 1804, chap. 6’7; act of July 1, 1812, cha 
act of Augoat 2, 1813, chap. 38 ; act of April 27, 1816, t 

112; act of February 25, 1813, chap. 30; 
c ap. 107 ; act of January 14, 1817, chap. 3 ; 

act of April 20, 1818, cha . 105 ; act of April 20, 1818, chap. 93; act of May 21, 1824, chap. 136 ; act 
of May 19, 1828, chap. B 8 
149 1332, chap. 227 j 

, act of May 24, 1828, chap. 102 ; act of May 28, 1830, chap. 147 ; act of July 

August 30, 1842, cha 
act of March 2,1833, chap. 62; act of September 11, 1841, chap. 24; act of 

(b) The powers of 
the United Statea. 

and collect taxes, dutiea, exposta and excises, is co.extcnsive with 
Blake, 6 Wheat. 317 ; 4 Cond. Rep. 660. 


